
A Message from Superintendent Cruikshank   

Dear NNCS Families, Friends, and Neighbors: 
 
 

I hope this Newsletter finds you taking advantage of all that this season has to offer in the 
North Country.  Even though I do enjoy being outside on a crisp day, I must admit that 
this winter has gone on long enough.  I look forward to the lengthening days of spring.  
  

For the past few years our faculty and staff have aggressively labored on targeted         
interventions and improvement strategies as outlined in the Board of Education Goals.  
Centered on academic, social/emotional, and management of the District, we have       
witnessed improvements in almost all areas of measurement.  These improvements have 
been noteworthy but we recognize that systemic change takes time and our work is just 
beginning.  It is our desire to provide an environment in which our children will thrive.   
 

Opportunities abound for our children, be it sports, music, robotics, drama, art, or a depth 
of academic understanding in a content area, there’s a lot going on at NNCS.  We      
combine this with engaging theme events which enhance our civic understanding.     
Kindness Week, Global School Play Day, Reading Week are examples which bring our 
children into school with a smile.  Having students involved with school functions and 
activities provides for a well-rounded, engaging school.  There are many options for our 
children to be involved.   
 

During the next few months our district will be crafting a budget for the 2019-20 school 
year.  We certainly take pride in our programs, but are sensitive to the needs of our      
taxpayers.  We welcome public input at our Board of Education meetings and I am happy 
to personally discuss the process and priorities with you.   
 

NNCS has always complied with and respected the regulating tax cap.  Early indicators 
are that the tax cap will be 1.29% for the coming school year.  For the past six years we 
have been diligent with our budgeting and have seen that the actual tax rate change per 
$1,000 assessed has been near 0% due to factors including equalization and changes in 
assessments.  In the coming month we will be determining the school needs and our 
Board will be setting the budget for voter approval.  I encourage your participation in  
being an informed voter. 
 

As I continue my service to this District I am pleased by the dedication of our faculty and 
staff to the children of this community.  They have been excellent advocates for            
tomorrow’s leaders.  Furthermore, I am impressed by the support shown for the school by 
families and community members.  NNCS is proof that collaboration is at the heart of a 
successful school.  I am proud to be your Superintendent and am pleased with this      
partnership between home and school.  I welcome your thoughts and encourage you to 
contact me.   
 

Embrace the power of working together:  School, Family, Community.  
 

Best regards, 
Jamie Cruikshank                                                                                                                            
Jamie Cruikshank, Superintendent 

Included in this Issue: 
 
High School           p.2-5 
Elementary              p.6-8 
Board Info                  p.9  
Budget Hearing/Vote p.9 
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Over the past few months, National Honor Society and Varsity Club students have been working hard to 
brighten up the fitness center! It took a lot of teamwork to paint wooden frames, choose photos from the 

Yearbook team, print, frame, design, and finally display. Thank you to the Yearbook staff for the amazing 
sports photos and thank you to the maintenance staff, Mr. LaRose and Mr. Mossow, for helping to paint and 
hang the green boards as well as hang the completed frames. Thank you to all the students who volunteered 

their time to bring more Flyer Pride to our building.   
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It is difficult to believe but planning and preparation for graduation is underway.  June will be here before we 
know it.  One of the ways to recognize student achievement is by awarding scholarships.  Many young people 
leaving high school are nervous while at the same time excited about their future.  Not only does a scholarship 
recognize a student’s achievement, it also provides a bit of reassurance and assistance in beginning a new        
endeavor.  
 

Last year we were pleased to award more than 100 scholarships.  The support we have received from award and 
scholarship donors has been tremendous and we are very grateful for their support.  Some of our yearly      
scholarships are low in funds and would benefit from contributions.  Scholarship monies are kept in an interest 
bearing account in the district office; however, with time, some scholarships have been depleted.  If you are   
interested in contributing to any existing scholarship, please contact the high school or district office. 
 

If you are interested in starting a new scholarship, please contact Mrs. Robin Fetter, High School Principal.  
Starting or contributing  to a scholarship is an approved tax deduction. 

 

REPORT CARD DAY/NIGHT 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 2019 

ELEMENTARY GYM 

1:00-3:00PM AND 6:00-8:00PM 

Students in grades 5-12 will be        
dismissed at 10:30AM on April 24th.   

We hope you will join us at Report 
Card Day/Night! 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events:               

Musical                                                
Guys & Dolls                                               
March 15 & 16 

Green & Gold Night                                                
March 21 

Report Card Day/Night                                               
April 24 

NYSSMA                                                                    
April 26 & 27    

Jazz Concert & Art Show                                               
May 14                 

High School Spring Concert                                                             
May 21 

Graduation                                                   
June 29 



The staff at Norwood-Norfolk Central School selects students for their academic achievements, integrity and leadership 
in the school and throughout the community. 
 

Students selected for November include: 
 

Miya Colbert – Freshman.  She is the daughter  of Janel and DJ  Colber t.  Miya ’s interests include: Basketball, Art, 
Science, and Chorus.  She always has a great time playing basketball with friends.  She says, “I have the best art teacher 
and he makes art so much fun.  I love bright colors.  Science is so interesting and fun.  I love my teacher, she is always 
there if I need help.  I love singing and acting.  Mr. B. is the best.”  Miya participates in sports, Bel-Aires, Drama Club, 
and the musicals.  Her favorite is Bel-Aires because she has such a fun time with her friends and she enjoys the songs 
that they learn.  She plans to continue her education after high school and to become a Zoologist.     
 

Taylor Michaud – Sophomore.  He is the son of Samantha and James Michaud.  Taylor  loves to sing and play the 
flute.  He is the first chair in NNHS Band.  He loves to act and to perform.  Taylor is staring as Nicely Nicely Johnson in 
NNCS’ production of Guys and Dolls.  When he is not in class he can be found in the music department.  Taylor also 
performs solos and in All County.  He is a dedicated member of Band, Chorus, Jazz Ensemble and Bel-Aires.  As Band 
President he keeps everything and everyone on task.  In Chorus and Bel-Aires, he is a strong member of the tenor       
section.  Taylor is also the Drama Club’s vice president.  He is sits for Student Council as a music department             
representative.  After high school he will pursue a degree from Crane School of Music.  One day he hopes to perform on 
Broadway and to be a part of a world known band or orchestra.        
 

Kyle Chen – Junior.  He is the son of Tammy and Ming Chen.  Kyle is very interested in computer  programming 
and technology.  He enjoys learning about web design.  Kyle plans to graduate early and to attend SUNY Canton to 
study Game Design and Development along with Computer Science. 
 

Denise Marini – Senior.  She is the daughter  Romina Perozzi and Por ide Mar ini.  Denise is a Foreign Exchange 
Student from Italy hosted by Tabitha Baker.  She has developed many different interests with the help and support of her 
parents.  She especially enjoys Greek and Latin Opera.  She also likes baseball and since they do not have much baseball 
in Italy, she is grateful for the opportunity to see a game when she visits America.  She is a member of Key Club and she 
ran indoor track.  She enjoys spending time with other people who share her same passions.   Denise is full of plans for 
her future.  She intends to finish high school upon her return to Italy and then enter The University of Verona.  She hopes 
to return to America to continue her studies and to do research.   
 

The Norwood-Norfolk PTSA solicits gift cards from local businesses for each student.  The businesses that donated are 
the Hotel Grande and Al Smiths of Norfolk and The Hometown Café and Lobster House of Norwood.  Also, the    
Teacher’s Association presents the senior student of the month with a gift card to the Clarkson Bookstore. 

 
Pictured above top row:  Mr. Burnett, Music Teacher, Miya Colbert,                          Pictured above:  Mr. Burnett and Denise Marini,   
Taylor Michaud, and Mrs. Fetter.  Bottom row:  Kyle Chen and Denise Marini.       Senior Student of the Month. 

 
 

 
 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS OF THE MONTH SELECTED FOR NOVEMBER 
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Students selected for December include: 
 
Katherine Cruz – Freshman.  She is the daughter  of Tanya Lashomb.  Kather ine is interested in reading and 
writing. She likes English class because they read and write a lot! She also loves to organize things such as closets, 
rooms, bookshelves and more. Katherine participates in chorus.  Katherine plans to get a job and continue her          
education after high school. 
 
Jacqueline Nguyen– Sophomore.  She is the daughter  of Thanh Nguyen. Jacqueline’s interests include: Reading, 
Drawing, and Coloring. Jacqueline says “I remember hearing reading keeps people from losing your memory so that is 
why I read. My fear of forgetting everything that I know in the later years of my life and mistaking my own child for a 
potato is what motivates me to read. Good books also motivate me to read.” Jacqueline likes to work, color, and     
contribute to the conversation the teacher is trying to bring across the class. She plans to graduate high school and go 
to university and end her youth by finishing medical school with a degree in Pharmacy 
 
Bodie Molnar – Junior.  He is the son of George and Deborah Molnar . Bodie’s interests include: Math, especially 
row echelon form and trigonometry, Hockey, Soccer, Running, Golf, Wii Bowling, and Guitar Hero. Bodie             
participates in hockey, soccer, track, Whiz Quiz, Varsity Club, and National Honor Society. After high school he plans 
to go to college for engineering. Bodie says “After completing college I plan to invent a see-through toaster improving 
the mornings of many Americans that are exposed to burnt toast. Furthermore, I plan to settle down in Minnesota with 
my future wife and kids, and eventually move south and live on a golf course when I retire.”  
 
Maisie Voss – Senior.  She is the daughter  of Rob and Meaghan Voss.  Maisie enjoys wr iting and talking with 

her family. She also enjoys hanging out with her best friends. She participates in soccer, basketball, and softball. She is 

a part of Stage Crew and Varsity Club. Maisie is also a member of National Honor Society. She plans to attend SUNY 

Plattsburgh to study Early Childhood Education.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

     Pictured above top row:  Mrs. Brown, School Nurse,  
     Bodie Molnar, Maisie Voss, and Mrs. Fetter, Principal.   
     Bottom row:  Jacqueline Nguyen and Katherine Cruz.                                                                            
          
 
             Pictured above:  Mrs. Brown and Maisie Voss,  
             Senior Student of the Month. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS OF THE MONTH SELECTED FOR DECEMBER  



 
 
 
  

 
PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES 

The Elementary School Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held April 24th.  Students will be 
dismissed at 11:30AM.  Breakfast and bag lunches will be served.   
 
Also, please provide information if your child needs a change of transportation due to the early 
dismissals. 
 

 
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 

The Elementary School Library will be sponsoring the Scholastic Book Fair  
from April 22 - May 2.  Families are invited to stop by during Parent-Teacher Conferences.  
The Scholastic Book Fair will be open from 8:30AM – 3:00PM. 
 
 

NEW YORK STATE ASSESSMENT SCHEDULE 
    April 2-3 – Grade 4 ELA Assessment 
    April 4-5 – Grade 3 ELA Assessment 
    April 30- May 1 – Grade 4 Math Assessment 
    May 2-3 – Grade 3 Math Assessment 
    May 29 – Grade 4 Science Performance Test 
    June 3 – Grade 4 Science Written Test 

 
 

READING WEEK 
    Humphrey is coming to Norwood-Norfolk Elementary!   
This month our school will be starting a school-wide book club called One School, One Book.  
Every child received a copy of the same book Friendship According to Humphrey by Betty G 
Birney on March 1 with a Kickoff assembly.  The whole elementary school will be reading this 
book! We invited families to join in the fun of reading aloud together. I am personally asking 
you to make the time to join in with this special activity. We sent home a suggested reading 
schedule with the book, but feel free to do what works best for your family. Students will 
have an opportunity to answers fun questions about each chapter and be entered into a drawing 
for prizes.  
 
Happy Reading from Mrs. Tulga, Elementary School Librarian! 
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For the fourth year in a row NNCS has enthusiastically participated in The Great Kindness 
Challenge.  This international effort is a proactive and positive bullying prevention initiative 
that improves school climate and increases student engagement.  The Great Kindness Challenge 
is one week devoted to performing as many acts of kindness as possible on campus.  While the 
formal celebration took place January 28th to February 1st, students and staff continue to  
incorporate kindness through the winter and spring months.  Our building walls are covered 
with student-made posters promoting empathy and kind acts.  Students measure everyday 
choices based on their kindness value and outcomes that benefit others.  The middle school 
students held a very successful campaign collecting personal care items for the Norfolk-
Raymondville Outreach office.  The elementary students collected kind coins and were able to 
contribute $524 to Kids for Peace and their effort to build a medical center in Liberia.  The 
high school faculty shared how important the student body is as reasons for their love of 
teaching.  It’s one week that resonates for the remainder of the school year and beyond! 

   
  

 

 

 

 

GLOBAL SCHOOL PLAY DAY 
We took part in Global School Play Day on February 6.  Throughout the building children played 
cooperatively and creatively.  Teachers witnessed kids talking, laughing, and solving problems 
kindly.  Thanks for supporting us in this endeavor!  All of the toys and games you allowed your 
children to bring to school for the day helped to make this day a huge success!  Children and 
adults said it was a fantastic day!  There were no electronics, but there was loads of fun as 
children used many important skills and played throughout the day.  We recognize the           
importance of play and plan to celebrate Global School Play Day again next year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         

KINDNESS WEEK 
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READ TO THEM 

Reading aloud with the children in your home is truly one of the best ways to promote a love 
of learning. It helps children build language skills and increase their vocabulary. When       
families read together, children form a positive attitude toward books, reading and learning 
in general. It provides important family bonding time and it even helps children lengthen their 
attention span! 
 
Please check out this resource to learn more: https://readtothem.org/why/ 
 
To promote family reading time, Norwood-Norfolk Elementary School is launching a fun,     
facebook photo collection we're calling "Read To Them." My children and I have submitted 
the first photo! If you want to share a special, family reading moment with your school    
community, please send a picture to: Mrs. Bullard at sbullard@nncsk12.org. She'll add the 
photo to our Norwood-Norfolk Elementary School facebook page. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ronny Diederich, Reading Teacher 
 

            
 
 

LOST & FOUND 
Please check our Norwood-Norfolk Elementary School Facebook page and or the elementary 
lobby for any items your child has lost.  We have many items in lost and found.  Encourage 
your child to look through items on the table if he/she has misplaced something.  We would 
like to have things returned to their owners.  It is very helpful if you write your child’s name 
on their belongings.  We check for names on items and return them when there is a name.  

https://readtothem.org/why/
mailto:sbullard@nncsk12.org
https://www.facebook.com/nnesflyers


NORWOOD-NORFOLK CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

Board of Education                                                Board Meeting Dates 
Board President:  Jonathan Hunkins           March 19, 2019  
Board Vice President:  Lisa Levison   April 22, 2019 
Board Member:  James Dillon    May 7, 2019 (Annual & Regular) 
Board Member:  Matthew Fiacco   May 21, 2019 (Vote)     
Board Member:  Suzanne Fiacco   June 11, 2019 
Board Member:  David Flint     
Board Member:  Lisa Levison      
Board Member:  Stephen Markum     
Board Member:  Mary Ellen Todd    

 
 
 
 
 
 

2019-2020 BUDGET HEARING - MAY 7, 2019 @ 6:30PM, DISTRICT BOARD ROOM 
 

VOTING ON THE BUDGET/ELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS - MAY 21, 2019 
12:30PM - 8:30PM, DISTRICT BOARD ROOM 

 

FOUR BOARD OF EDUCATION SEATS ARE UP FOR ELECTION: 
(3) THREE YEAR TERMS 

(1) ONE YEAR TERM 
 

Petition forms for a Board of Education position may be picked up in the District Office.  Petitions must state the 
name and resident of the candidate, must be signed by at least 25 qualified voters of the district, and must state the 
residence of each signer.  Completed petition forms must be returned to the District Office on or before April 22, 
2019. 
 

      VOTER QUALIFICATIONS: 
 

    A citizen of  the United States. 
  At lease 18 years of  age. 
   A resident of  the School District for at least 30 days.     
 

Page 9 The Flyer 


